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Welcome Elizabeth Jessica 
Brownlee to the OHC family as 
Executive Director.  

She was born and raised on the 
north bank of the Muscatatuck 
River east of I-65 and west of the 
old Jefferson Proving Grounds. 
She calls Crothersville home and 
she goes by the simple name of 
Liz. She was born into the Otte 
family and her Mother and Father 
are well known in the area.  With 
her husband Nate she runs a 
CSA farming operation known as 
Nightfall Farm. You can look it up 
on the web.

Liz graduated from Hanover 
College with a degree in Biology. 
She later earned a master�s degree 
from the University of Vermont 
in the area of Natural Resources 
Management. 

She has worked at several non-
pro�ts and along with Nate 
worked on sustainable farms while 
they learned how to create their 
own operation. 

Looking at her resume, I sense 
that her life to this point has been 
aimed at making herself a good 
candidate for her new position.

Now for some back story. 

We met Liz at a tree planting 
we did at Smith Woods, located 
a short walk north of Guthrie 
Woods. This would have been in 
2006. Dr. Daryl Karns brought her 
with carload of kids to help plant. 

Maybe she stuck in my mind 
because she is the same age as 
my daughter Liz, maybe because I 
took a picture of her and Dr. Karns 
working together, a picture I have 
used a few times over the years. 

At any rate when I received an 
email through the website about 
conserving land from a Liz from 
Crothersville the little grey cells 
were stimulated. Eventually we 
met and she proved to be the 
same. 

I determined then that in some 
way I wanted Nate and Liz to be 
involved with OHC, so I invited 
them to be my guests at our 
annual meeting in Madison last 
fall. At that meeting I laid our 
problems with succession on the 
table. By her own account Liz went 
home stimulated to create a plan 
to help us. 

I soon had an invitation for lunch 
at the farm on the Muscatatuck.
By the way; I was served the best
grilled cheese I�ve ever eaten, 
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onions and kale on it. 

Liz laid out her ideas and I felt 
pretty good when I left. I took 
her proposal to the board, we 
considered and vetted her, and 
after several months we have our 
�rst employee. 

She is working as a salaried part-
time executive director for a very 
fair wage which allows her plenty 
of �exibility to work the family 
farming operation and address our 
needs.  Please support her as we 
will be doing the same.



Recall the last time you visited a 
national park. Perhaps, like me, 
you stood and gazed in wonder at 
the scale of it all: of deep gorges 
and tall waterfalls, yes, but also the 
massive amount of land set aside 
for conservation. 

Now consider that, as of 2010, 
individual landowners have 
protected more than 47 million 
acres of land through land trusts 
in the United States. 

That�s an area more than twice 
the size of all national parks in 
the contiguous U.S. I don�t mean 
to insult our national parks; they 
are truly a treasure. I�m simply 
impressed by land trusts� success.

This success is an excellent
reminder that individual actions 
really do matter. 

It�s easy to dismiss individual 
action, to say that one person�s 
commitment to recycling or 
driving less or installing solar 
panels doesn�t make a difference. 

At least in the case of land trusts, 
we have proof that individual 
landowners can help create 
positive change. Regular people 
all over the country have donated 
their land or donated easements 
on their land, or perhaps sold to a 
land trust at a low price.  

Each contribution matters because 
together, these lands protect 

millions of special places and a 
remarkable amount of land.
The land trust movement is 
continuing to gain momentum. 
People see the value of 
conservation on private 
land, where individuals and 
communities enjoy the place and 
have a stake in caring for it. 

There are over 1,700 land trusts 
active in US, including 37 in 
Indiana. Hoosier land trusts are 
conserving new land every month 
and acting as stewards every day.

OHC is proud to be part of this 
good work. We know that our 
effort matters, and we know we 
are helping to build something 
incredible.

Maps get people talking. Gather 
a friend or two around this map 
of southeast Indiana. You�ll likely 
start pointing out places you love, 
towns you�ve always meant to 
explore, or your own homes.

Perhaps you will start talking 
about where conservation is 
working well and how we ought to 
focus our efforts next. 

That is exactly why we made the 
map. 

The map highlights protected 
places of all shapes and sizes. It 
shows private lands protected by 
OHC, other land trusts, and the 
federal government.  The map 
also shows conservation efforts 
on public land, from state parks to 
school natural areas.  

The map took a fair bit of work to 
gather, but it was worth the effort. 
Why? Because it can help us move 
forward. 

The Board is inviting all OHC 
members to think and dream 
about how our next years can 
look and how we can best protect 
southeast Indiana.  

This map helps us start that 
conversation. This year, at the 
Annual Meeting, we�re going to 
invite you to examine this map.
 
Together with other OHC 
members, we�re going to ask 
you to mark your favorite places, 
sites where OHC could lead neat 
�eld walks, properties where 
the landowner is interested in 
conserving her land, and more. 

We hope you will use this map and 
start brainstorming now.  Look 
it over as you �ll out the short 
survey included with your annual 
membership form (page 7). 

Consider where and how OHC can 
work in the coming years. 

Ask yourself: How can we be most 
effective? Where can we work 
to connect intact, high quality 
habitats, or restore degraded 
ones? Are there places we ought to 
build trails or create public access? 
Are there special places we want 
to conserve?

And if you can�t wait to share your 
ideas until the Annual Meeting, 
by all means: write us a note or an 
email. We are eager to hear your 
input. 

Envisioning Conservation 
By Liz Brownlee

Land Trusts Protect Over 47 Million Acres 
By Liz Brownlee
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